[HER2 as a marker for guiding the choice of chemotherapy in breast cancer patients].
Patients diagnosed with local or locally advanced breast cancer are treated by a combination of surgery, radiation therapy and drug therapy (chemotherapy, biological and hormonal therapy). Recently, efforts have been made to customize drug treatment according to subgroups that will derive maximum benefit from a specific treatment. This goal is accomplished by the assessment of standard variables, among them specific receptors of the tumor and customization of treatment accordingly. For example, treatment with Herceptin is known to be beneficial only in patients with HER2 positive tumors. It has recently been suggested that this group also derives greater benefit from treatment with anthracyclines.